
 

 
Protocol for Developing the Conceptual Flow3 (Anchor Chart4) for an NGSS Unit 

UbD® Phase 1: Identify Desired Results 
PLC Question #1 - What do we want our students to learn?2 

 
Prior to this Protocol: 

o bundle the NGSS performance expectations (PEs) 
o individually brainstorm main concepts and vocabulary related to the topic that will be considered 
o read over relevant PEs and evidence statements 

 
Materials Needed: 

o collaborative team (2 or more teachers) 
o orange and green sticky notes, pens, large whiteboard or poster paper 
o planning cards (PEs, SEPs and CCCs) 
o evidence statements 

 
1. As a team, write what students should know (concepts/DCIs) on orange sticky notes. Begin to 

organize the sticky notes on a large whiteboard or poster paper. 
 

2. Are there 1-3 ideas that, if students could really understand them deeply, would help them explain 
other ideas in this unit?5 

 
3. Also consider the following questions: 

• Are there any concepts that are not aligned to the PEs? If so, are they essential for student 
conceptual understanding?3 

• How might the concepts be connected to one another? 5 
• How might the concepts be nested and linked to help build student understanding?3 
• To what extent is the sequence of concepts developmentally appropriate? 3 
• To what extent does the sequence of concepts anticipate alternative conceptions students 

might have as part of their prior knowledge? 3 
 
4. How do students need to THINK about the concepts? Use green sticky notes to incorporate the 

crosscutting concepts (CCCs) into the anchor chart. 
 
5. What might the conceptual storyline be for this unit? (A storyline means “the coherence is from the 

students' perspective, not just the teacher's.”6) 
 
6. What anchor phenomenon (anchoring event5) might drive the unit? Consider writing a driving 

question to go with the anchor phenomenon/event.5 
 
7. What supporting phenomenon might drive lessons? 
 
8. What Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings, transdisciplinary transfer goals (TTGs) and 

disciplinary transfer goals (DTGs) might be appropriate for this unit? 
 
9. Start to write a draft description of the unit that incorporates the phenomena and storyline. This will 

help to guide you in UbD® Phase 2: Assessment Plan (PLC Question #2 - How will we know if 
students learned it?) 
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